[image: Description: voodoo][image: Description: voodoo]VOODOO VOICE
Rutland Middle School - "Where Everybody is Somebody"
Website:  www.rms.sd23.bc.ca
November 2015PRINCIPAL's MESSAGE
						 
Happy November, everyone.  It has been an exciting October with events like WE Day, the Terry Fox Run, and parent/guardian-teacher conferences.  Our students have been working very hard to contribute to their school community, as well as dedicating themselves to their academics and sports.  As we enter the third month of the school year, I strongly encourage parents and guardians to connect with their child's teachers, to discuss their child's progress and achievement.  The first reporting term of the school year ends on December 3rd with report cards being issued in mid-December; now is the time to ensure that all our students are on the right track.

As with every year, we are excited to welcome three new teacher candidates from UBC-Okanagan:  Lauren Abney, working with Janelle Makowetski; Kara Ross, working with Tanya Groetchen; and Amy Saran, working with Pat Allardyce.  Under the supervision of their mentor teachers, our teacher candidates will be teaching and getting involved with extracurricular activities.  They are a wonderful group of young candidates, and we've already been including them in staff learning and staff events.  As part of their work at RMS, our teacher candidates may be collecting some basic interest and learning information about your child (for example: likes/dislikes, hobbies, subject area skills and knowledge).  This information will help the teacher candidates understand your child's learning goals and preferences which, in turn, will help them plan appropriate lessons and other learning experiences.  To make sure, as every year, that student privacy is protected, all UBC-Okanagan teacher candidates have been informed of the BC Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and have signed a contract pledging that they will comply with the parameters outlined therein.  All information and student work collected will be treated as confidential.  If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact me, Mr. Laird, in the office.

As the year has progressed, we're noticing more traffic congestion than normal at the end of the day.  Parents and guardians, please do not park along Rutland Road in bike lakes and in no-parking zones when arranging to pick up your child.  Please use the large RSS parking lot or our front parking lot to safely be off Rutland Road, and to keep bike lanes accessible.  Thank you!









											




















PAC Meeting
Monday, November 16 - 7:00 pm
Important Dates for November
November 10 – Remembrance Day Assembly after Mentorship
November 11 – Remembrance Day – No School
November 13 – Term 1 ends
November 24 – Early Dismissal 1:15 pm




Library
Autumn is upon us!  Come on in and check out the November genre – history.  Choose a fiction or non-fiction book about Canada’s past and journey into the roots of our country.  The Author of the month is Gary Paulson, writer of outdoor adventure and survival.  And remember…Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.

Student Fees
Each student must pay the $30.00 activity fee by September 30th.  All students will receive a fee statement.  Parents are asked to sign up at https://CentralOkanagan.schoolcashonline.com  in order to make online payment either by credit card or echeck.  You may also bring a cheque to the office and a receipt will be issued.  If you are unable to pay the $30.00 please contact the office to discuss a payment plan.  Statements will be going home shortly to those who still have not paid their child's school fee.




WE Day 
WE Day was fantastic again this year - Mr. Laird, Ms. Harris, and Mr. Scorgie took down 20 students, as part of the 600 from SD23, to get inspired toward social-justice contribution both locally and internationally.  Speaker highlights were astronaut Chris Hadfield, Trevor Linden, Henry Winkler, Marlee Matlin, and Hedley.  


Grade 7 Science Fair
We are looking for people willing to be a judge for our
 upcoming science fair. Science knowledge is not a prerequisite! It is roughly from 1:00 to 3:00 on Wednesday, January 21. If you are interested, please email Ms. Makowetski at janelle.makowetski@sd23.bc.ca







Big White After School Program 2016 
Students may register on line at
http://www.bigwhite.com/ski-school/ski-camps-special-programs/after-school-program
All students that register before December 15, 2015 will receive the Early Bird Price.

2015-2016 Schedule
Thursday, January 7/14/21
Thursday, February 25/March 3/10
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