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Rutland Middle School - "Where Everybody is Somebody"
Website:  www.rms.sd23.bc.ca
October 2017
PRINCIPAL's MESSAGE

Hello parents and guardians,

Its been a sad month at Rutland Middle; as I'm sure you all are aware, we recently experienced the unexpected death of our school Counsellor Holly Dingwall.  It was very difficult news to get, and I am so proud of our staff and students for showing such grace and strength, working through this process together.  Thank you to all of the RMS school community members who shared their thoughts and supports to the family and to us at school.  Holly will be greatly missed.  And on a related note, I want to say a special thank you to Mrs. Cindy Rhodes, former counsellor at RSS and previously RMS, who came out of retirement to support our students and staff; I owe her a debt of sincere gratitude for helping our entire school when we needed it most. 
	This year, our school is working hard to engage students in their academics and with the social side of school using inquiry as the vehicle to drive this work forward.  Some of our teachers have began to work with other teachers in the District looking to change their practice through innovation in the classroom, to align our practice with BC's Redesigned Curriculum.  The Instructional Leadership Team will be supporting our teachers, using research from the OECD's Innovative Learning Environments Project and the World Innovation Summit For Education, to improve our pedagogy, to better teach your children.  This work will take time and lots of hard work, and we are very excited about the possibilities for RMS and our students moving forward.  If you have any questions about this, please don't hesitate to contact me in the office.
	There is an important, upcoming event in the community that I always like to promote each year – the Okanagan College Annual Career Fair.  It is taking place this year on November 5 from 10:30am to 3:00pm at the Kelowna Campus, 1000 KLO Road, Kelowna.  It is a great opportunity for parents/guardians and their children to learn about the college, meet faculty and instructors, and visit classrooms, labs, and trades shops.  For any families curious about options beyond high school for their children, or for children curious about what they might want to do in the future, it is a valuable opportunity to visit the college and find out more.
	And lastly, please check the list of important dates below non-instructional days, early release days, and other events coming up.  October is a busy month, and we look forward to Fall as it arrives,

									                        Jim Laird, Principal























Important Dates for October/November

October 06 – Implementation Day – No School.
October 9 – Thanksgiving Day – No School
October 18 – WE Day Vancouver
October 19- Early dismissal 1:00 pm
                    Parent Conferences 5-7:00 pm
October 20 – PRO-D Day – No School
October 23 – School Photo Retake Day
November 3 – Non-instructional day for new curriculum (no school)
November 13 – Stat in lieu of November 11 – Remembrance Day
November 29 – Last day of Enrichment #1





WE day Vancouver is coming up October 18th.
If your child's name is drawn to attend, make sure all of the paperwork is handed into Ms Harris and payment of $100 is into the office ASAP. 




Library -October is upon us and the ghosts and goblins will soon be out!  Come into the library and sign out a scary thriller or suspenseful mystery from the genre rack!  Author of the month is Darren Shan – don't read these novels in the dark!  There will be an October Library contest starting October 2nd!  Check out the library website or head up to the library to find out more details.  
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